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Geography of the Fiirth Departure
Center

Since we conceive of space not as something given
or fixed but as something constructed that develops
through concrete use, experience, forming, or reflec-
tion, a map is a constitutive element of this manifold
production. Maps, as descriptions of and inquiries into
space, are neither neutral reproductions nor mere
copies of space. They rather shape space through the

obligation to register daily at the camp, through access
control, and random room searches. Further measures
designed to compel the refugees to leave Germany
include the revocation of cash subsidies given by the
state to asylum-seekers, the prohibition of enrollment in
German courses, the need to obtain a permit in order
to see a doctor, forced appearances at embassies, a
prohibition on working, and regular interrogations.

In collaboration with students from the M.A Program in
Architecture at the Nuremberg Academy of Fine Arts,
we have compiled a map that relates the spatial condi-
tions and the everyday life of the Fiirth Departure Center
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The Geography of the Fiirth Departure Center

“You have to take residence on (date) in the accommodation herein. You are not in possession of a passport or
similar documentation and therefore the country that is obliged to grant you residence could not be ascertained. (...)
The measures occurring in the above mentioned facility for procuring a replacement passport bear no delay, as you
do not have a right to stay in Germany any longer. Furthermore because you make your living on public funds you are
considered to be a particular burden on the country beyond your illegitimate stay. Therefore exists a public interest in
taking immediate measures to end your residence.” (Official Form Letter from the public authority responsible for

aliens (Ausldnderbehérde) given when admitted to a Departure Center)
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which has as its aim the implementation of an antici- phies of individual migrants. Res Publica (www.ausreise- mail@a42.0rg

pated project in space, mapping describes and un-
folds existing structures and forces. Maps are tools

to capture the incomprehensible, unconscious, or
structurally “invisible” qualities of space. What they
describe is the basis for new realities. As maps both
disclose and reshape what is already in existence, they
give it meaning and introduce new layers of percep-
tion.

zentren.de), the Munich organization for human rights
and rights of refugees, and the activists of the Nurem-
berg organization “Caravan for the Rights of Refugees
and Migrants” supported our research.
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Collectively, we have experimented with cartographic

representation in order to pose these questions: What
kind of spaces does the German system of the adminis-
tration of migrants produce? How do political and so-
cial circumstances appear geographically? Which poten- i
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The drawing shows the entire complex including detailed
layout of the departure center with its enclosed perimeter
and entrance area.

of Entrance Source:
& 2 Departure Cente Walk-through
Wo a\) A ] ~ with turnstiles Research of Karawane Nurnberg
og ///' \\\ [ \ ) and floodlights
Q‘(\o 77 \QK v
3 E St G I
2% o e P Y RISN e
ot i £5 3 ’& 3 o BN S
Rejection of the application for asylum for formal S50 < Vo4 l 9
reasons, because the applicant entered Germany from > % o /// g
a “secure third state” in which he or she also could have g 528 . 7
applied for asylum before proceeding to Germany. © = %’@ < e ////
s £985
1) § 8 -.9_?) § 57)7 /// /
g :g 0 ////
2% /
@5 o eée ya 4
ks % ® Res Publi / 4
= 2 es Publica Vs
53 A8
o / K\\\\\ N
e
. N . .
o'\°“ Bavarian Refugee Go Y N N Lc_)_caI/spatlaI connections to the
60(&(‘ ,Qaw i Alfanc ~ Firth Departure Center
________________ . gcx\ ~ ~ r%‘\ -
RO -
e 2 L (Y Y A N A R Bus line
~ s NN ooy YN ee——————— Train line
Threat of deportation to country of origin ~ ~ ——— Street

(must depart within one month)

City border of Furth = boundary of allowed movement

Threat of deportation to country of origin (acccording to the residence obligation law)

(must depart within one week)

Source:

Bavarian State Ministry of the Interior: Concept paper

“First Bavarian Departure Facility Firth HafenstraBe,” 2002
Doctor in Forchheim

County Clinic Obermain

Appeal period 1 week

Fiirth Public Health
Department

Industrial Area

Departure Center Niirnberg Airport

-
=%
e -

Munich Airport
Social Services

Complaint according to § 80 VWGO

appeal granted
suspensiveness

Firth
Train Statio

A

Correctional Facility

f
Embassies

—f/
%

l departure center

Complaint (suspensiveness
by act of law)

Entity Relationship Diagram of
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