Articulating the Region from Below...
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From Deep Within the Midwest Radical Culture Corridor



The Continental Drift Through the Midwest Radical Culture Corridor

e Continental Drift is an invitation to look at our collective existence on all
the relevant scales: the intimate, the local, the national, the continental and

the global.

o Continental Drift is a mobile assemblage of people presenting their
projects, observations, experiments, discoveries and questions, and
producmg value through social exchange.

e Continental Drift through the Midwest Radical Cultural Corridor 1s a self-
educating tour through our concrete world and its abstract representations,
discovering distant lives in familiar situations, and embracing the
interdependency that links what 1s usually treated as separate.

e Continental Drift is intended for anyone seeking to locate global forces in
daily life and to reorient aesthetic invention in response to an ethics of

equality.
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Conceptual & Perceptual
Barriers to Locating
Oneself In a Region



Overlapping Juridical + Jurisdictional Definitions of Territory
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Overlapping Ideological Definitions of Territory
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Our current sense of self is no more sustainable than our current use of
energy and technology.

- Derek Jensen



Our sense of self is both conceptual and spatial.



Q: Where are you from?



A: Urbana-lllinois-United-States-North-America-The-Globe



Answer is almost invariably geo-political — an abstraction away from a
land base or other way of relating to place.



Where you locate yourself in relation to natural resources, food sources,
consumption and waste sheds, and other things that make up your daily

life, it forms the kind of sense you have of yourself, and by extension, of
the area/region you live in.
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When your physical movements through time/space are sped up too rapidly
to read the landscape/land base bodily:

Indicators you might be in the Petroleum Space/Time Continuum



When rapid movement through time/space creates infrastructure that
disrupts environmental functions for many more people than just the ones
in your city:

This map depicts the growth of Washington D.C. area from 1986 — 2000. The sprawl is
adversely impacting the watershed through the creation of many impervious surfaces
(concrete, asphalt, buildings, infrastructure).

Indicators you might be in the Petroleum Space/Time Continuum



When this is the watershed in your area that you feel most connected with:

W

Indicators you might be in the Petroleum Space/Time Continuum
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When the stars are no longer in the sky:

o 5

The night sky in the PS/TC: light pollution

Indicators you might be in the Petroleum Space/Time Continuum



When “local” food options are exactly the same everywhere you go:

Burger King
Pizza Hut

Taco Bell
Wendy's

KFC

Jack in the Box
Hardee's

Carl's Jr.
In-N-Qut

All Chains

Indicators you might be in the Petroleum Space/Time Continuum



When others’ land bases are destroyed to make yours/mine comfortable:

Mining Mountains

How mountaintop mining is done and its effecis on the environment:
Giant earthmovers

In the last decade, the scope

THE PROCESS 4 The draglines and 250-ton trucks dump the iyt gk

topsoil and rock into areas called valley fills. O e, Sleriel LV Rk
1 Trees are clear-cut, P Y mining has escalated with
and explosives are § Coal comparies are supposed to dragline use. These machines
used to loosen the reclaim land, but native trees have can weigh up to & million

pounds and stand as tall as a
20-story building. In an 8-hour
. shift, a dragline operator can
move encugh soil for 40
FORMER MOUNTAIN CONTOUR million houseplants.

WALLEY FILL

rock and topsoil. trouble growing on disturbed topsoil.
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trucks start hauling it away, i

2 I 3 St
3 A dragline digs NG
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ADVERSE EFFECTS

Destruction of forests Desfruction

When large areas of forests are of streams - Flooding

clear-cut, wildlife habitats are In recent years, valley The destruction of natural

destroyed. Wildlife and plantlife fills have buried or Blasting streams by valley fills and

become more vulnerable fo damaged 1,200 miles Explosions can cause damage the loss of vegetaton can

predatorial species. of streams. te home foundations and wells. cause flooding.

Sources; Arch Coal Inc,, Wisst Virginia Depayiment of Envirenmental Profection,

Ohie Vatey Environmental Coaliion, Nafural Resources Defense Coungl Alisa Mance/ The New York Times

Indicators you might be in the Petroleum Space/Time Continuum
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