
Articulating the Region from Below…

From Deep Within the Midwest Radical Culture Corridor



The Continental Drift Through the Midwest Radical Culture Corridor





Conceptual & Perceptual 
Barriers to Locating 
Oneself in a Region



Overlapping Juridical + Jurisdictional Definitions of Territory



Overlapping Ideological Definitions of Territory
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energy and technology.
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Our sense of self is both conceptual and spatial.

Q: Where are you from?

A: Urbana-Illinois-United-States-North-America-The-Globe

Answer is almost invariably geo-political – an abstraction away from a 
land base or other way of relating to place.

Where you locate yourself in relation to natural resources, food sources, 
consumption and waste sheds, and other things that make up your daily 
life, it forms the kind of sense you have of yourself, and by extension, of 
the area/region you live in.





THE 
PETROLEUM 
SPACE/TIME 
CONTINUUM



When your physical movements through time/space are sped up too rapidly 
to read the landscape/land base bodily:

Indicators you might be in the Petroleum Space/Time Continuum



When rapid movement through time/space creates infrastructure that 
disrupts environmental functions for many more people than just the ones 
in your city:

This map depicts the growth of Washington D.C. area from 1986 – 2000. The sprawl is 
adversely impacting the watershed through the creation of many impervious surfaces 
(concrete, asphalt, buildings, infrastructure). 

Indicators you might be in the Petroleum Space/Time Continuum



When this is the watershed in your area that you feel most connected with:

Indicators you might be in the Petroleum Space/Time Continuum



When the stars are no longer in the sky:

The night sky in the PS/TC: light pollution

Indicators you might be in the Petroleum Space/Time Continuum



When “local” food options are exactly the same everywhere you go:
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When others’ land bases are destroyed to make yours/mine comfortable:

Indicators you might be in the Petroleum Space/Time Continuum




